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Abstract

Over the past few decades, the concept of sustainability has been a framework for understanding
the trend of socioeconomic development and management of natural resources around the world and
it’s led to delicate balance between economic, environmental and social health at the levels of local,
national and global. Rural areas have a high potential in terms of having cultural-historical and natural
heritages for development of sustainable tourism and in recent decades the capability of rural areas is
known as new source of employment and income in the rural economy. It’s important to analyze the
measure of average visiting and tourist’s arrival according to spatial patterns of ecotourism in different
times, because the stock of tourists is one of the most important factors in shaping entrepreneurial
opportunities and influencing the regional tourism marketing. Therefore, contrary to growth-oriented
researchers thought, looking at the tourism development with sustainable development theory
approach is not a limiting factor to tourism activities, but instead to continue to maintain and expand
tourism activities in the long term for the next generation.

In this paper to define and better understanding the problem, first the review of strategic
concepts and definitions of rural tourism will be discussed and in the following, the concept of
sustainable tourism and ecotourism are considered. Finally, the concept of sustainable tourism
development is explained and the role and importance of ecotourism space movements will be
investigated on it.

Keywords: Ecotourism, Spatial movements, Sustainable development, Rural tourism
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