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Abstract

This study investigates the comparative advantage of world countries in the plum's trade
market. For this purpose, the revealed comparative advantage indices in the form of
symmetric (SRCA) were calculated. In addition to the traditional definition of RCA
where the "plum'’s export share in the country" is divided by the "country's export share
in the world" (SRCAX), this study generalized RCA in three forms, where the "plum's
export share in the country” is divided by the "country's share in the world plum
production” (SRCAp), the "country's share in the world GDP" (SRCAg), and the
"country's share in the world agricultural GDP" (SRCAa). According to the results,
Chile, Serbia, Moldova, Tajikistan and Argentina have the most revealed comparative
advantage in the plum's world market. Conventional SRCAXx for Iran was calculated
0.376 (is ranked 13 between the countries), indicating the presence of revealed
comparative advantage. However, generalized indices calculated in the paper, indicated
that Iran has higher potential. So that SRCAp and SRCAa shows Iran has not revealed
comparative advantage, and lIran's rank falls to 26. Overall results revealed the
possibility of improving Iran's plum's export.

Keywords: Revealed Comparative Advantage (RCA), symmetric RCA, generalized
indices, Plum
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